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One-man-band dynamo, Ex Silverjets and Menlo Park bassist and all round super-music-machine Dennis Hopper Choppers (aka Ben Nicholls) releases his debut LP Chop on 5th November. It is 13 tracks of high-plains-via-East-London fretboard wrangling and heartfelt rockabilly stomp, with his rich and astonishingly versatile baritone giving the album a soaring range. 

Dennis Hopper Choppers is making quite a name for himself as one of the main characters on the one-man-band circuit. He created the soundtrack for this year's Raindance award winning documentary 'The Ballad Of AJ Weberman' directed by Ollie Ralfe of the Ralfe Band. He has also appeared in the upcoming one-man-band documentary 'One Man in the Band' (dir. Adam Clitheroe) and his collaborative work has heard him appear on albums by the Ralfe Band, Big Sur, and Cara Dillon, and tours with Seth Lakeman.

Chop was penned in a deserted Villa in Tabernas, Spain (filming location of The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly, fact fans), and recorded in Ben's Bud Sticky Sounds studio in Hackney under constant threat of eviction from the Olympic development. Chop hits like a road-movie anti-hero at full speed: all violent chaos and brooding mellow-malevolence.

The album release of Chop was followed by a launch gig at the Ladyluck Club, London, where he was joined onstage by Acoustic Ladyland's Pete Wareham, who also appears on the album. A UK tour will also soon be announced for early 2008.

The single ‘Little Johnny’ was released on 19th November, with a video shot on black and white super 8 by acclaimed director Barney Clay, who has also made videos for Dirty Pretty Things, Gnarls Barkley, Take That, Jon Spencer Blues Explosion and Bonde Do Role. It can be viewed at….

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOTQd1sNZA8
Follow up single ‘Listening to MC5’ is set to be out in February next year.

For album promo copies, interview requests and more information contact fiona@sebandfiona.com / 0207 377 9868

Radio & TV plugging: Tom Macpherson @ Fore! tom@forepromo.com  

PRESS: from November 2007

Sunday Times Culture – Mark Edwards

“As is the way these days, there is really only one Dennis Hopper Chopper – one-man band Ben Nicholls. Clearly a man who likes his popular-culture references, as well as naming his band after one of the coolest actors, and unarguably the coolest kids’ bike (well, that’s how I like to imagine it, anyway), Nicholls then holed up in the village where The Good, the Bad and the Ugly was shot to write the songs for his debut album, Chop. So, neither the eeriness nor the twanginess of this LP should come as any surprise. Nicholls cooks up a sound that suggests Dick Dale meeting Nick Cave and discussing some very disturbing things indeed. Nicholls is at his best when hurtling through the pneumatic rhythm of Little Johnny, but fans of the gothic will find plenty of other treats here.”

Daily Mirror – Gavin Martin

“Dennis Hopper Choppers - Chop (4/5) - If you want a bassist to make the ground shake and someone who is capable of playing folk, soul, country and rock ’n’ roll, big Ben Nicholls is your man. A veteran of Seth Lakeman’s group The Ralfe Band and several more outfits, Ben’s self-produced album grabs the spirit of Dick Dale, Link Wray and a whole bunch of rockabilly hepcats. The well-primed influences are filtered through Ben’s winning sensibilities while a blend of organ bass pedals, drums and guitar map out an action-packed road movie of the mind. Tasty!”

Organ Magazine

“One man band Ben Nicholls and his warm clever baritone rockabilly-tinged Nick Cave/David Lynch/Michael J Sheehy/Blues Explosion flavoured garage songs. Song so rich and they do actually sound like Dennis Hopper movies – slightly psychedelic in a slightly dark Easy Rider kind of way – high plain drifting via East London and just left of alt.country country music/redemption to cure your messed up head. An album that will grab you by the hair and fling you in the chair. Dennis Hopper Choppers (or Ben Nicholls) is a man with a growing reputation and this album will more than tell you why that is.”
The Independent on Sunday – Simmy Richman

“Ever since Leo Sayer sang them into life in 1974, life has not been easy for the one man band. Interestingly, though, just as technology threatens to dehumanize music, that same technology is being used by a new generation who have realized that going it alone means never having to split up over musical differences. Ben Nicholls, aka Dennis Hopper Choppers, is just one of many artists to appear in the upcoming documentary One Man in the Band. Playing the guitar, keyboards, bass and drums via pedals and whatnots, Nicholls comes over like Scott Walker singing the Cramps’ greatest hits. Go on, lend a hand.

Music Week – Nemone (BBC 6music)

“DHC will make you want to surf, learn guitar and wiggle all at the same time, a task one-man-band Ben Nicholls has probably mastered already. The lovechild of Dick Dale and Nick Cave lives. A worthy successor to Steppenwolf, music for Dennis Hopper on a chopper indeed.”

Clash Magazine

“You gotta give this one points for name alone. Ben Nicholls AKA Dennis Hopper Choppers is certainly prodigious, playing pretty much everything from guitar to vox-organ on this self-released debut. A rockabilly sensibility on a border town with alt-country-brooding, nourish and, heck, pretty cool. It sounds like cult movie music – opener ‘Little Johnny’ recalls the Tarantinoesque Mexican stand-off sound of Dick Dale’s ‘Misirlou’. DHC’s also got that impressive baritone in his arsenal, dark and obsessive like Nick Cave singing a murder ballad ……Nicholls has crafted a very appealing musical landscape, one which you are inclined to spend more time in – at a dark barstool, maybe, chasing beer with bourbon and thinking about how to get the hell out of Red Rock.”

RADIO

BBC Radio 1 – Steve Lamacq

BBC Radio 2 – Dermot O’Leary, Bob Harris (Steve Lamacq standing in) & Steve Lamacq show

BBC 6music – Nemone & Steve Lamacq

‘Little Johnny’ winner of Steve Lamacq 6music Roundtable show 1st Nov. 2007, beating Jay-Z.

‘Little Johnny’ video of the week on Nemone show 6music, week of 5th Nov. 2007

Studio Guest of Tom Robinson show, 28th Nov.

BBC London – Sean Rowley
XFM – Jon Hillcock

 ‘Little Johnny’ – single out 19th Nov. 2007

For upcoming gigs see website….

http://www.dennishopperchoppers.com
http://www.myspace.com/dennishopperchoppers
